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!though born ond ruis,•cl in lrolnnd, my fntlwr 
ncv,•rsnw an Irish Wolfhound until ho cam~ to 
i\nwricu . Yuun11 ,) 1111 Duguun ,1cu1nlly hod sc,,n 
one on the Irish s,xponco, but h~ thought ,t wns 

8 o,~yhound. Dud wasn't much mto dol(A, hllL lw did tell 
my mothor, 8<?tty. wea·c wt! cvor to hove a dog, it would be 
fl \Vc»n,oun,l-nnd I hnt w11R nno, HR flht) w,,i; doliniloly o 
dog po1·son. 

Fust•forwurd LO l97~ with my mothc,·, b1·oth01·•. and I 
hnrksrnite At th~ San F1•,1nriflfn Op~ra with t.wo \Volf11ound• 
fo1'1nN·ly owned hy a gonuinr 1'1Ci< sto1·. 

Ou,· fil'1lt fnmil)• oxp.,1icnco with hish Wolfhoun<I• 
hol)Jl~nod in 1967 at ti oupc1·mnrkut in Novnto, Cali, 
fonuu, 1'he Calo Dog ~'ood compu11y had on udvortis, 
ing gimmick where child1·on wrro )livon rides in a cort 
pulled by a Wol01ound. whoso NIZO and stron~'th woro n "tc•• 
timont· u, the, qunliLy or thou· product. This woe too i:ood 
1>a•• up, so Ill)' ln'Other Kevin ,md I (h<> wns I and I was l) 
wenL for a dog-powe,·ed ride in the po.1·kiug lot. 

'l'hnt Wl\i! the first link in th,• Dugg1u,- lris h Wolfhound 
drnin. 

i\ yeor lu1e1· w~ moved 40 mil~s south to Son 81·uno, 
whor~ my bruthon, und I grvw uJ> with the lil>lt of our dog&, 
n Colli!• nnmed Mike. When I was I a, I bnhysat for a ftlmily 
who hncl Wc<lll\18, u Oochsh\111cl. nnd Brutus. on ll'i• h 
Wolfhound. 'l'he family evontttnlly dc,;,ded they wo"' not tho 
beat home fo1· o giant doit and Brutu• c,1m1> 10 live wilh us. 
Sadly. an 1969. ho suffered o irnstnc torsion. Whc11 J wasn't 
io l!Chool, I st.nyed with Brutus At thu clinic. fllld hel1>ecl out. 
The dny uflct· h~ wo• rcloosc<l. ,, hlood clot b1'(lk~ loose •nd 
clog~cd un artery. Within minutes.out' first Irish \Vulnwund 

j wus gone. 
> Mom uml Dad thought w,• rn•«k~I nnot.hcr Woln,ound and 
f wo bought n puppy thut yco1· fr111n renowned brccdor, Mary 
8 Major (Major Acres Konnols), tmd called him Brun. Around 
,~ the smM time. r waa olfcr,>d uioh "" konnol boy ot the vet's 
§i' tlinic:. 1,hrough our vctorinnri1111, wt~ met Corulino, un J\u!i· 
~i tralinn night acwndant. who worked for Pan Am She and 
ift Brendan Bohan. her ma1mificont joL•blnck Wollhound. be• 
ll'I cnmc good f1·icnds wilh oul' f,u111ly. 
ii ~nrnlioP hrought u~ bnck n puppy l\'01'1\ T2~lond. who1n wo 
ff nn111cd Nia 111h ('ni-ev"). which mean• ··rndlancc" in O;aclic. 

I· ,;,.,. " 'cnrh"r "" uha • 
In nddition to dog ehow• and St. l'at1·ick'• Ony pu• 

rndes. thu Lwo hound6 wcnl on fnmily oi,tings with th~. 
hut it wne n chnnce trip to thl• oriKinol Rcnnissnrl("r 

l·'airo III Marin County in 1970 that upped my unt" on 
Woln1ounds. One of the com·tio1'll spotted 0111· hounds oncl 
mvilNI me to join Goodo Queen 13ess's ontow·aKe, With a 
tlorrowed runic. I lwr.11ne the MMter of tho Hounds. Cl'ios 
of"Makc way! Moke wny for tho qu,,on·~ lio1111da!" pn,·wd 
till' throng and we 1111u·ch,,d h)' to tho $u1·p~i•,• and won• 
dt.1rnumt of Lht\ cl'owd. 

Th,• thou tor ofit wa• mnrvelo1u,. And th~ Fair<· ,Mi•fietl 
my teonttgc- nl•cd for \'X<'ih·m<'nt.-no1 t,o muntion 1,tirl~ in 
1'<-tching, low-cut costume• who lowd lh,, Wollnound• (tho 
phruso 1•cl11ck•muy-nct" had Y'-'l lo bu coin1:d, b\1t that'8 
what they wore). 

\ tnlontcd soomsu·csa, Mom mnde men huntsman cos• 
tumc. and from 1971 tu 197 1 I mndc the u·ip to Novoto 
with up L() fom• WoUl1oumlR in my 1•ed Porcl corwerLib1t' 

s(•vo,·ul weokcn<ls Ollch yoiu·. All <lay, I licld<>d ,,u~st inns 
nhout th~ll· hr('lf'<l, size\ wright. die~. history, And 1.,\von on 
unco,w~ntionAl offei· of ~educ~ion, which . for lho t·cc,wd, 
wo,; declin<•d. 

Moumvhih.:. c,ur vot hod gotten M>lllt:' nuw c.:lic1\b,, p1,\lR or 
tlw fomou• funk-rock hand. S ly nnd the f't,mily St<>ne 
("Dane,· to th!· Music," "Ew,·yduy Pc•oplc," "Hot Fun in the 
SummorlJnw''), 

i:lly, J•'rcdclio. ond Ho•e Stone lived w1Lh thoir 1>arcnls IJ1 

Son l'ranc,sco and had sevc,·al clol(s, 1110Judinl( noncl'al. 
on h·ish \i\'olfl1ounct. And 11 Schippcrkt• named Saum. In 
l 970. Sly hired mo, and my hPst frinncl, n on. to doun u1> 
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utter Lhc dogs when tho bnnd woe on tom•, 
' l'honk• to tho deft do11-poop b111ldlin~. wo Duggana­

Mom. my brothers Kevin and SMn, nncl nw with a flat<'­
woro uwiL<\Cl lo sit. hackstog~ nt concerts. My d11tr• wo,·c 
nol'mully 01,t of my longuu. bul buckstng~ with Sly Stone 
w«• u great dating equnliior. We baby,ml tlw 1lrummds 
dogtf--Pnpn and Dekt, • fei•ty Bull 1'~rdor a nd pl11cid 
SninL 8cmo1·d-ond Pi·cddie and I h1..,-amo rrirndly. I-le 
u~k~d my h~l11 in choosi ng II Wolfhound puppy, to he 
nutMd Daiquiri. 

ll'reddiu eventually reuhzecl tho• the rock-a nd-roll 
lifosLylo did not mix w1th dogs. so in late L97 l he 11ove Clem­
oral nnd Do iquil'i to us. brin~ing our pock up 1.0 rou,• tWs 
und Donovan. a llasset I lound. Sly a nd tho bond roded from 
ow· lives, but Freddio'• dogs upp~d our next untc. ti 

11 
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s., ror, thi, hounds hod bean nt historical costume 
l'v~nta, I rieh p1wudos. and ,·ock concert•. 'l'ho nox L (•11isodu 
took us tomplNoly by eurpl'i•e. 

1 n th(, comic opcru Die Fledcrmnus therA i~ a g1·011rl ball 
hodt(Jd by tho oxtrnv,1gont Prince Orlof sky. 'l'hc chornctor 
ueuully ha• u monocle and a vory long cigoroUc holdor 10 

suggest wealthy eccentricity. One or tho Son f1·unc1•co 
Opera's etaffspotr.od.my brothers 01td J wolkfog the dog• 
in our noi~hborhood. flp flU!(gcstcd tO director Lot'ti M•n 
8om·l thnt the j!innl ltounds could ~o O,·Jot•ky's cxtravn-
1tnn L prop. Ou1· Jog• were to bo opo1·n $tars. 

w,, selected Goncrnl and D11iquiri. ns Lhey had p1•ovNI 
un0nppnblr nt the Renaieanncl· Fail'o. nnd figu,·cd they 
ought LO boat ease with hooped hn ll gowns, spot lights, 
mid a,1 orcha.tr11. Wo lua<lod tho hounds into our Volk 
~wogen va n ,ind d1-ovo to th,• War Memorial O1,orn Hou•o 
for nn ,1udition. Prince Orlofilky 1s generully played by n 
mezzo•soprnno und in this performnnc~ n Wl\8 Mndamo 
ll ul[llcu o Tourun~ouu-11 famous sm~or from Montrea l. 
General and Oaiqui1•i took an in•tant liking lo Moclume 
end she to them, culling thn g,·e•t hen•t• Me.• p,•iils rho•c~ 
("My little cnbbngcs"). 
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Being neophytes to opMn, tho fAct that th~ fAnwu• 
Dunw Joun Suthorlnnd nnd Unnnor Ulfun~ ph1)od Ros• 
olindn and Alf rod meant li tLk• to ""· llowQvet'. w~ met 
Bt·ucc Yatnell, u Broadwa~, baritono who nlso nct.ed in 
moviP~ i1n<l tc,lovision \Vll~t('1'11)!,, ond Wallet.· $ I(\:r,nk . .-1. fi lm 
11<•101· wbo pluyod the comic rolo of tho tipsy jnilor. U11• 
known to us, Sle,nk wu• o ~•·,·ut mttn for clog8, nnd od • 
mil·(•d 0111· Wol01ound • . I Ii• Ml'~ciou• monnct•s and gonllc 
humor mndu t1 strong ilnprC'111"Jion on nH.1 and, evon though 
ou,- dogs' J10t·t WM ov,·r •hortly into Act II , w,· ulwny• 
stayed to tho ond to hcnr th,, u1·i11• 6nd his nd-lih•. 

'l'ht· Wol0101mdo' bit wus to w111t with us behind the 
holh-00111 .i;ot with Mndomc 'l'ourangem1 As tht.-:i. cm·tam 
went up on Act II. Mnclnmo would onto,· center stauo with 
tho hounds and wnlk th,·ou~h tho ~u•••t• t,o tht· footlights, 
acknowledge tho a1mlnllso. and then hnn<l t.110 Jcn•ho• lo 
n but l,1r who w(')uld loud l html uff Hlt\k'l-' ,·ii,chL-. l{ovin 01· J 
wc,uhl wait in thr wing• to bt·in{( 1lwm quiellv bt1ck~111gt•. 

All went w~II in rh·c·ss 1·eh1•11r••I. nnd \fr. Mnn,otll'i, ,1 
stout, ba ld lrnnian with bln,·k fr11111e ula•~<·•• Aiglrnd in 
l'(-li<•f, 

0 1, upt~n ing night, cvoryL-hing th;•t'll'l\.'d t.o bv goinl{ m:· 
cording t.o plnn. 'rhot•1,., wt1$ n hmcud luwn by tht\ bu11ding'R 
loading dock. whuro w" could wa lk tho dogs during Act I. 
Someon<' l'rom l-ho c1·ew sununont:d us in good tinlC to i,:01 

bncksrnge and lot the dolls •cttlo with M111h1111,• 
Tourangeuu. whoso Ol'lort:tky c·osLumc wni,; a whit.t• miHtury 
tunic with poliRRl" wm·n 0VN' the shot1ldu1·, A t<'-d l'l~sh, 
blnck troull(JrH, und a man's tlnt·k wig. l11 J>A>tinl dal'kncss. 
$h~ chattod amiably with U• Hlld cooed at h~r pet ii• clwu.e, 
'rhr 00111p,1ny l'l>ceivNI the Rhtrtingcue and tlw Cl'owd'• ill• 
tm·mission 1"Ul'lll\1r 1mhsich•rl 'nw proi,tcmium curto.in 
went UJ>. 1111d fron, hehind thu 1·1•11r curtain wt could s,w 
the ,irruy of spotlight8 twinkhng th"mgh tlw •ct. 

Mndanw hold thu le11sh whil,, we stendiod the clogs and 
1>l'~ventcd I.heir tails fl'Ol11 onthusinsi,ir11lly whncking tho 
om·rnm- which coulcl bo soon from the audience. There 
wn• u shol'Lson~ and um·oductory Jiologu,• boforo tho mo ­
jordomo boomed, " I 11s floyul l l igluwss, l't'incc O1'lofsky!" 
And wit.h that, "11ucl111nc '1'0111·n11goi1u and Wolfhound• 
ijleppod onto (ho b1·ightly lit otngt•. 

A( fit·ot, oilencc. Tlrnn a t•ipJ>I•• of laughtur. Mom, l(evin, 
Soai,, ,md I look~d 111 t•uch other what hnd gone wroni(? 
Hud the dogs 1•0111mitted ~ome unspuak11hl<l trnndg1·c•• 
•ion'/ Wn. o mop nocdtd on •lllgo'? Or worsu, n shovel'? 

Suddenly, thoro WM 1\JJpl11uoo und then quiet, whon wo 
coul(] huu1· the dous' foot scuffiinK on stogo, I hurr,od 
uround to collect thom from tho butler who wa• prncti• 
colly dt'Of!gud off scene. Another scouel'in~ of luughlN' 
ond npplnu•o p1•cceded Orlor•k{• first li11~. Mndamc'• 
whole c111,1·ancc took 28 •cconds· -~ long ti11w on •togr 

with no clialo~uo 01· music. I hui;tled General ant.I [)11i<1ui1·i 

off to th~ wnitmg m·rn. \Vff could not htHlJlinfi whA.L our 
clogs hod clone n11d wMe wn1•1·ir<I Urnt they had •poi led Uw 
l)Cl'fo1·1111lllct~ howovo1· I thoui:hl it couldn't httvc go11t• too 
bfl<lly if the opol'O Wlls otill 11ml~1·way. 
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So why hud th,, ouchonto lau11ht1d nt rhe do,:t•! .Mom 
•ought out the di1·cc101·. "But tht\v laugh for Joy!" Mt·, ~tun• 
som·i reassured U$:. 1'No 0110 oxpoct~ ~nu·h doJ,;g 111 oJ)OJ'tt 

und the- iluth m1cP il!l cl1.•1ijeht.t1d \\lith ),(111·pri~•• '' 'l'his WilS on 
i nlll\(liiHlP t•ulit•r und (C)i- tho 1wxt fiv1' nightK, "tlw Htth1 ('tlh• 
btlf!c•" •ct the mood for the Kl'Con,I ocl. 

ThNtt~t· cl'ii.if• w1•1·e cnthusiosl ir, nnd 1111 ho11~h tho fom· 
IPAlCt•d ,::i;t.(U"li wm'(\ Bhockingly nvglt1cte-cl in their 1•twi<,wb1 

they worecl,•urly o l(OO(l idt•tt 111 2006, th,• t'Qmpt1n,v b",ught 
m,, Fie<le1·111a11• bock fot· Lhll fotll'th linw .;,1,~• 197:l. In thnt 
vo,·Hion, P1inc'-1 0J'IOfdky htu.l u hru,·1.1 of' Bur1.u1. 

I think buck to thot rhnncc •1ght111~ of nn ll'lsh 
Wolfhound in a s111>ermn1·kot pnl'k1n11 lot Ullcl the chnin of 
event• that lod us to Die F1ede1·nw11,i, Could Ot111m·n l nnd 
Ou.1qu11·i'.s appent•ancoon staJ(t• hnv(• ~turtL1U u ~imilil1· f'fht• 

rndt• of clomhu,A lor snnu,-,niw m th~ t.)u(iicnce-'! fl', C(H'• 
tnin ly p0"9iblc. Eri lrn S1oznk (nn nrt.o\.· in h1\l' own tight. 
nnd follow dog fnnci,•r) wo• in tho m1die11re tho,w night• 
nnd. bocause ofth~ Woln101111d,i und thi• story. 81·ikt1 and 
I connected and Rlw Wl\1:i kind t,UOUl:{h to :-1hnrt· wuI·m 
m,,morieo of he1· ftlthor with mo. 

Our Wolfhoundb hnd one oth,•r h1Ali11g ,,ffl,ct in my lif,,. 
They hncl ILtd mu lo thu Rcnn1RRunce l·'un·t' ond a wnR 
there l met my wife. Wendv- who made u 11101·c convon 
lionnl offer of' •eduction <ncco1>1e<I) • 

811.m P<1trlck Duggan ju, tge• Snluk•s ,md lttr<h Wollhot11>d.• ttnd 1• 
thP ,111tho1 oi the 4wcuU wlnrumr ~· 1/uld l'h, J.)esett Houucl md th 
Enqhsh Tr,,w,J.,rs Who B1<>Hqh1 Ille lil't III ~I (M fdlJ..u tJ 
?.009) 

1 luml, l•J H~ll)~ I\,·\ Ju. tUd hca11 tor hd1•i111.!, "hh Che. fomlh h 1.·vllu,•t,011', Ho,1 ,,. \hvNI, ~umdl ~dhur ••I thv 
._.alt 1 n1Ul'{#4,•u 01Jt tu llul!tt lu, • 11uti • ril,u .._lcz111', ,,ho ol o "4'111h 1h11h ,1 10 ftu-t 1t1ory. 
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