
He had no thumbs, but an 
Australian dog made a life and legend 
by l1ltchhlklng. By Brian Patrick Duggan 
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Sculpted by M.,/ 
Forr•sr In 1geQ, R@<J 
Dog's s<otue st//1 
wolcomcs vtsltOT$ 10 
C>ompter, Wo$tOrn 
Ausr,alia 

On a rock ,n Western Ausrrnlin srands a bronu, dog. 
The Red Doi:, His collar tOj!S ore preserved nnd on rhe 

hack of one rends n line from o l!/59 Australian son~ later 
,ecorclcd by Johnny Cnsh: 
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I
w::i~ ,,r 1hc Ausrrnlian \'(/nr Memorial co do research j 
on I Jorrie, on F,Kyprinn srrect dog odoprcd hy WWI I I 
soldiers nnd srnuBlllcd back home. 1wo sdvcr-hnircd 
docents wear111g blue blncrs and re~irnenrnl rics grcercd 

inc. I nskcd about the dispby for the famoll, dog. Th(· gcnrs 
bri11htcned insrnnrly. "l)o y(>n mcnn R,,d 0og? They've ju,1 i 
mnde n ~1111 nbour him." Thnr wos my lnrroducriun to rhe I 
l'illmra WnnJcrer. f 



Tl)e Legend Begins 
Ho w,1< ,1 R•d Cloud 

Kdp1e-C.111ie Dog ~rMs, 
the ""'lor of clc,:p ru,t, horn 
m 1971 111 rhc •mnb11rnt1 

red-dirt n-g,on of Pilburu. 
Aus1rahon srockmcn 
1>roducc<l Kelp,cs by 
,·to.:.~hrcedmg imfH)ttcd 
hcrdinl\ dog, (1111d likely 

~ dingoe,). ·1 ho,c wi,h ru,sct 
~ ~oa1s ,ire holicvcJ to he 
~ dc,.;cnd,rnh of John Q11inn 's 

i fonwu, Kdpie Rc,I Cloud. 
They MC hur,ly ond 

111tc1li~c•H-0111d thb w:1:. 

,,i Red Oog. i (.;oiled ""lolly I lo" by 
. his firsr owner. neither rhe 
l n:unc nol' the rclnuonsh1p 
I would ~uck. < ;.-owmJt up 
j In Donipior. l i1lly liked 
j rhe beach where he got 
~ hu11do11ts (,on, b.irhccuc, 

,rnd. if nor offered, he'd 
8 ~nntch wt111 ing hurgeri, .rnd 
j ,naA)lcr- (,n11sogc,). l'onial 
.. co wnndcnnA, he enjoyed 
§ hiwing many owners and 
~ WllS SOII\CCIITICS called 1\lue 
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S1gntmgs of /lq<J Dog in th• 
P,Jt)ota o"ltr on or~ spanning 
som~ GGO mlles 

and Bluey (111cknomcs for., 
rcclhcod) hut mostly 
Red Dog. 

I le ~11urc<l nut lu,w 
to hitchhike ond would 
"t 111 ,he 111,JJlc of the 
r<Md 111,ril II CM or truck 
"lueolcd 10 ,1 holt and rhe 
,·xnspcmtcd driver offered 
ti lift. Rc1nc.•mbcr111p. car~ 
by color .mcl cng1oc ~<1undi 
11 wns so,d he sropped only 
vchlclcs of people he I ikcd 
.rncl got out only when 
he was re,1dy. Evc111 u,, II)', 
RcJ Dog found his ,rue 
lricnd-fohn Srnnunclli, 
,, hu, <lri,•er for chc 
J-t1111cr>lcy Iron Work,. 
After initial di~t1Arccmcnt, 
ahout ,coring, Red Dog 
cl,,imcd hi& rightful place 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

behind Sllz,onelli ,rncl 11Q 
11,1,,c1111er could <hif, him. 
!'he r(1ugh bachelor, of the 
I lnmcr~k)' mining com• 
n11111ity wok a f.inq- t0 Red 
Doll, Welcome m uny hm, 
he never lacked for ruckcr 
\fond) or eur scratches. 

~taw,nclli nnd Red Dog 
were be>1 mu,cs. St:iunnclli 
,,u:cprcd hi~ ccccnrricitie~ 
n,ul Red Dog ulwuyi knew 
where hi, l,e;,L home wa, 
even though he hn<l ocher 
rnrnd:- in other tOWt1!,. Rut 
nnl'<lny in 197.i, rhe bu, 
driver didn'r c;o1nc to work. 
Red 1)011 waircd. The nex, 
t.hl)'. ~"KJlll, no show. ~o. 
"crn,plc of Stuu.onclli's 
worried 111:,u•~ w~n1 looking. 
1\1 ,, rricky bend our.i<lc 
uf l),1mpicr, he wa, found 
de.id hc~idc hi• cra1hcd 
n,ocorcydc. Po,sibly " 
w.,llohy or wallaroo had 
,.-,m:ricJ hun en carctn off 
rhc coad. !lack home, Red 
Doi! waited <rill longcr­
Jnd rhcn wcnr walknbour 
lnokmg for Srnzzonclh. 

Wl\U(aboUl 
For five year.~, "rhe Dog 

nf 1he Northwest" haJ no 

owner (lncl yet everyone 
(>wrn.~d him. He was the u1t• 

o/r,cial mascot of l)Jmpier 
Salt I .rd., ,,dmittcd ro ,cx:inl 
dub,, a paid-up memher of 
rwo union\ wirh :.l (tlllh,.>tn 

meal licker. Local, opened 
a bonk accoun1 111 Ro"<I 
l)ofs nnme for vcrcrinnry 
bills. Well known for hnvi1111 
tu, .. incredible nose fo,· nn 
occasitln,"' he turned up ~tt 

,portint, matches, Ol1tc.loor 
movfos, pub 'lec:sions, 
,rnd ,111ywhcrc else pt.·oplc 
guthcred. Hitching rides on 
cir~, truc:b, .. -md iMn-o,·c 
t rnin,, l\ccl Dog ~urprbcd 
people hy uncxpcciedly 
appearin~ miles from whcrt' 
thc)"d last seen luin. More 
th:m onct he wos seen in 
Perth, 1,800 mil,-s m the 
~outh, ond unc t,111 talr 
had him ,hipping nlx>Jrd a 
,,1r~o vcs,cl ro J,,pnn (bu, 
likely hewn, only ju<r seen 
hanging around 1hc doc~>), 
In fine ornl tradition, 
l11s driven, pa~~ed ,,tong 
sii:thrings and stories. Herc 
ore rny fovorircs. 

• One dny, two o( Red 
Ot>ij'~ l).1111p icr nMtl'S found 
him ~hot rwicc i1, hi1; renr 



leg. W11h each man losing a 
dny's pny. rhey drove over 
200 111ilcs to rhe nen rest vet. 
The surgery wn~ ,~1,1cccss• 
ful (but costly) nnd after 
over-<:elcbr:11ing ar a pub, 
the blokes were fined for 
drunk dl'iving. llack home, 
they jokeJ thor n ver could 
have bc-cn flown in for 
le» expense than docked 
wages, rhc surgeon's bill, 
and Rncs. 

• Noncy Gillespie remem­
bered bdng prcgnont, 
nnd when she or orher 
cxp,.-ctanr ladic-s had to go 
<C/ the caravan park's toiler 
in the wee hours, Red Dog 
would w;1kc up to e,,.;ort 
rhcm ro and from. When 
her hoy took sick, Red Dog 
serried himself on the bed 
for rhrcc days until he was 
bc«cr. 

Red Dog end Dr. Fenny 
Or. Rick Fenny had a 

ve1erin,1ry practice based 
in Karrmha, hue ,d!,O o 
mobile clinic ;<?rving towns 
in the area. Fenny rec.,llcd 
bciug puzrk-J by sevcrnl 
idcnttcal Kelpies brough, in 
for rrcnrmcnr by different 
owners unul he l'e.nHzcd, 
"tJnnt,_; on, chi$ is dtc srune 
dog-ir'• Red Dog." Once, 
the <log needed hen rrworrn 
rreatme111 , but the four• 
week-Ions cure of daily 
tablet. made it essential for 
him 10 sray put, So, Fenny 
Jsked rhe local rnngc,· ,,, 
unorncially lock him in rhe 
pound for rhe duration. 

Red l)ol('s mmer 
friends heard about hts 
mtpounclmcnr and, fe3ring 
curhunasia, busted him 
0111 of jail. Resorting 10 

explnna,o,y po,rcrs .1bou1 
the 11·earme111, Fc,1ny go, 
him hack. After that, Red 
l)og rode ,·wry ,.lay in the 
rnnijcr's truck iu rov111g 
mcdic:.il confine1ncnt. 

Now, lcµcnds rarely end 
well tor rhe hero ttlunk 
Davy Cr<,ckcn, Nt-J Kelly, 
JttJ Pn11chll Villa). At 8 
yc.irs old n11d with innu• 
mcrnhlc miles, Red l)og'!, 
11111alc wa; flecking gmy 
,tnd hi~ joinri, were ijCtting 
cre.iky. llnd luck linnlly 

Rick Fenny, 
Desert Vet 

c;111ght up with the 
W,llldercr. found violenrly 
convulsrng, hi:, inatei, 
rushed him <o rhc clinic. 
Fenny diagnosed poison­
probably the ;rrychninc 
rnnchers put ou, for w,ld 
dngs .,nd djngoes. ·1 he 
prognoii~ wasn '1 hopeful. 
Amazingly, 1lw vet gm him 
through rhe scizu,·cs nod 
con111, bur nfrcrwnrd, it wa~ 
clcM he'd 5usrnincd hrnin 
d:1m,tg1·, On November 22, 
197~, l·enny mercifully 

Or. Rick Fenny Is one of tho keepers of 
Red Dog's story. In his 70s, ho 11as d forge 
practice, Pets and Vets (petsondVCl$WO, 

com.au), and Still drive! long dlMnnces to 
scivo his parients In the Ptlbara. R,)cently, 
Fonoy was featured In the TV documentary 
Desert Vet. He's published Red Dog Vet. 
Pip, My Flrsr Red Dog, the first of rou, 
bookS aoout his life w,th Kelple dogs (th" 
IOullh will be abOOI RPd Dog), Follow 
Fenny on Facebook (laccbook.coml 
rlckfennyrectdogvet) end on lnstsgram 
('4riCklennyreddogvet) 
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pur hi> friend ro •lcep nud 
buried lum u11r i,1 the bush. 

StOtll(;l, Books. ,uld Film 
Less 1ho11 rwo weeks later, 

n memorial fund hod hccn 
c<rnbllshc<l ond new•paper 
.miclcs bcgn,, popping up 
.,11 over, Wcll before rhc lirst 
.lnnh•ersory of hi:, death, ,l 
brouzc likcnc» t irlcd Red 
Dog rt,c Pilbaro Wundcre,· 
W4l'i mountt.:d on a large, 
iro11,.orc b<.n1lder nr che 
encrnncc to Dampier (1-'cnny 

-Dog's loyol 
/tlen<J, o,. Rick Fenny i 
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Koko on the film posre, His 
owrror. Ca,ol Hotxloy, soys, ·He 
did ,,.ryrhmg except soy yes' 
or 'no' bock to you-/le just hoe/ 
" woy of commvn,coting. 

hnd provided dc..:riptive 
dct.1ils to the ~culptor). 
Curious!), yc)II con fi11d 
three different dotes for 
Red Dog', dco1h-1lw 20th, 
l I th, .ind 22th-whkh 
tell, you ,omething nho11t 
legends. 

Gillcsp,c ond Beverley 
Duckett wrote factual 

11 
biogrnplucs ubout Red 

1 Oog in I 983 and I 99.1. 
!! 1\ third l>ook by Lwis clc 
i BcrniCrt w:,s rnrnccl inro 

i .1 screen ploy that blended 
foct and c111bellish111ent­
including a ,rory about 

! Red Dog so11ntering into 
~ ,1 Karrath,, <lug show and 
i lifting h,s leg on rhc crophy 
Ii and judges' rnblcs. l·or the I 20 I I film. n chnmp,on Red 
G Cl()11d Kclp1<· named Koko, 
~ with mo,'tery of over SO 
! commnn<.b,, wns cast as 
~ the lc,1d. Fi11ingli, Re,/ 

I 
Dog'i;. Au~tralinn premiere 
wns in Knrrnrha ,utd was 
•hown At intcrnntiono I filni 

§ festival,. In C.1lifon11n, 

Koko wun the 21H 2 
Golden Collar for 
lk<t Dog in a forc,lln 
Film. After ,hi, >Ul)\C 
of llllerl'l,l, in 10 14 
on n hrick-~t,lorc<l 
ruck nc,ir Reel Dog\ 
unmorkcd gr.we, 
Fenll)' scr n hron,.e 
plaque"' n second 
mcmorul to rhis 
cx1rilordinary clog. 

Beside, rhe stotut' 
,ind pl.1que, Red Dog 
j:; rtmcmhered in 
three hiogrnphies; two 
fcnmre film, (Red Dog 

lr11t 81,w. n prequel); the 
official Red l)ui; wcbsit< 
(ret/tlogw11.com/, w1rh 
colorn,g pages for kids; 
hrandcd 11terchondlhC 0 1, 

~lt'ly; 1111di npproprmrcly, the 
Red 1)0\l Four Wheel Dnvc 
<..irClub. 

111 KnrrJth:1, the library 
hn., his ,trchivc ,mJ nt 
h·nn)"~ veri;ri"1\ry d inil 
thorc, Red Dos's collar 
nncl rn~'> arc on dh,play 
(missing tor 3.3 year:,t rlwy 
resurfaced 11l 2012). Fenny 
occasmnnlly tJkes them 
ro !-pedal cvenr~-lik~ the 
40th nnnivcr:,ory celchrorion 
of Red Dos in 2019. I lis 
stallle is .1 popukir place 
tel ,top for photo\, and nt 
Chrisrmns, it'< draped with 
tinsel nnd tree bauble,. 

What Was It About 
HedDog? 

Airer I left the Wnr 
l'\•1cmorrnl I .ibrary, one 
c.>f the docents, l) r. Do \11cl 

Norr, wrote me to be ,urc 
I hndn't forgone11 ,1\,0111 
"the great 1rue dog ~tory 
Rdtl Dog by Je Ueniiere, 
the very ,u«-.:»ful film, 

Australia's Dogs 
in Bronze 
Other public statues of real dogs Down Under Include: 
■ The Dog on the Tuckerbox 
■ Snake Gully. near G11ndagn1 
■ Biggies, The Rocks, Sydney 
■ lorry laTrobe, Melbourne 
■ D,. Cook & o,eeno the 

Seeing Eye Dog, Pec1h 
■ Terowle Bob the Railway 

D09, Peterborougn 
■ Puppy u,e kl1t-wea11ng 

parade dog, Rangevllle 
QueenstMd 

• WP<!' Jock. The PlkemM'S 
Dog, Euceka 
Stockade Memorial 
Park, Ballaral 

... and these aren't 
the only ones. 

.\lld Koko's ~crccn 
test (yo11111bc.co111I 
w.11ddu=6S116611/tK CO/ 
on Yo11T11bc." With thnt 
gentle nudge, I promised 
myself to wrirc about Red 
l)og one dny. 

I ,ke the Aussie dogs I've 
already chrrnuclcd, Horrie 
the Dinkum Rebel /tmyml. 
ro111/Jrdf, f1hx/ oncl Citizen 
l\iAAles (ti11y111'i.c()111/ 
ys8//spw/. Red Dog wns 
gur,y, self-rclit1111, loyal, 
1111d J bit of a rebcl-quol­
iticlt, char Au:,tt'.\li:ms valut· 
111 themselves .ind their 
dogs. And ,r you t1sk why 
Red Dos ,s a folk hero? 

8/gglos, 
oblock 
Miniature 
Schnou1tt1 
fnmovs os o 
tat catcner. 
1n 1be rne 
Rock$ 

As the b:1rte11dcr Ill ,he mm 
~~1i<l, " h \ nor ,vhnt he did. 
[t\ who he. w:is." FD 

IJn,w P,,1r1c·k l)ug;(m, , ... 
a cdmul' Jwm,rum lllul the 
dwc1rd -1m1111mg nutlmr 

n/ ( ,s11c1,1I G11Mer, L1bhrt• 
Custer and ft1c1r l>o>;,: A 
1•,1s~1on for I lound, r rnm 
the Civil War 10 I ,ule 
H1µhc')rn. fie 1s t1lsu tin.• ,•dlror 
for M< ,..-a,l,md l'u{Jl}.~IJt.•h' 

l),.,gs m 011r Wurltl 5,N1l's. 

J>us.t:.t,m~c ltt'W book, r lurror 
llo~s: \1,111\ l\c,t l'rie11J 
,h Mcw1t ,\.14.rn,ccr,, ,s d11t 

out m 2()2J, J.,um1 mor,· al 

hr 11m1Mtru.: kclug,g1m ,l'ICt, 

.\,.I.um\ lnl~~llh'llf\: \ I\ I h.101.., lo I< 1d.,. I OIi\\. \.,Ill\.\ 

<;1llt•--pit·, .\1t1l1C11l\ I 11\'l'lllh!,·. l,l\\11 ,\11\k,,1,11. 

l(o,('1t1.,q c.,ILt).!.ht·1, 111\1 \1q1lu II \\".11ln 
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