


alentino was America's first Latin lover-women 

wanted him end husbands were threatened by him. 

Celled e "sexual menace· by admirers. his critics dis­

missed him es a "pink powder puff." When he narrowed his eyes on screen, 

women melted-and still do. Yet. at home. Valentina preferred cooking 

family-style meals for friends and riding horses ar walking his dogs. 

Rorlolfo C:uglichni w:1• born in C,1Atollan~ta. ltnly, 
in 1895. nnd whilt• no biogr11phy monlions boyhood 
dog•. it i• nlmoAt ineo11c~1iw1blo thnl tho son of a rura l 
vcterinorian would not hnve had ol least ono ae a pct. 
I le loved riding horses ond workin11 wit.h cu ll lo, hut 
co,winced he hnd o glnmorouo clcstiny, lloclolfo gnvt' 
up ,1ni mol• in 19 I 2 nnd left fo1· thu bl'ight lii;ht• of 
P~ri• ,111d Now Yol'k. 

8harin~ l'OOms and C'nhng cheaply, 
Hodolfo overs1>cn1 on fa•hionnhlo 
suhs to ,:civc the imprefu:t1on he woe 
so,w:0111•. He~ got Am;lll port$ in 
silent pictm·cs. bul in t hoso IIAl'• 
oliv<-•1'kinncd mon wo, • .._~ rolcgntcd 
to crowd oxtn1• or heavies. 11• tlw idfnl 
hero hnd the so me 1)(11<• complexion AS 

lhc hct'oinc. 
Tho sult1·y Argentine 'l'ango w AR nil 

th,, rngc in New York nnd could 
hove bcun invented for l,hc t,;'rUl.'t'· 

ful Rodolfo-who crcnt.cd 1mlpo-
blo orotic tension on tho dnnco 
11001·. lfo poid his rent b,v work-
ing nA n "t.oxi cl:1ncPr'" in night • 
clubA. nnd womon woi·o ttmit ton 
hy his hnndAOme look• nnd 
Continent.nl 111onners. Suc­
cess w,\s still heyoncl his 
r<'neh Olld he often Apcnl hi• 
ln$t nickel to bo ",;con" ot 
rh..ahtt v.ihilu going hungl'y oi· 

" loeping on 11ark bcnclw•. 'rho 

promise of more etoge ond film work ltn·cd llodolfo tO 

Hollywood in 1!l 17- wh01·c• ho would chnngo po11ulur 
cullui-o forcv(lt'. 

Rodolfo (lugliolmi become Rudolph Voloutino-who 
d1·cssecl nnmhoynn1 ly in borrowed clotho~ and wok 
Sundn)' hooch strolls in n whit<' hnthing suit with u 
friend's hrnce of while Bo1•zoi. 'J'o b,· noticod, he snt' in 
the right hotol lobbi~s. hung ,iround ~•udioi,, AtHI went 

clubbing, 
Valentino's ~c-,·con pn•sonco in a bil parl. And his 
rnngo Ot'tistry landed hun tho swni 111: l'Ole in 

1'hc Four Jlorscmc11 of the A1>oca/ypse (1921), 
Cnst •• nn ill ,fot~d. orist.ocrotic goucho. 

Vt1l('ntino rlAl'H'<-R n Rmoldt•i·ing tnngo ,111d ovt!O· 
tuolly goo• to light in the lrcnchc• of Frl\llce. 1 lis 
ole<:tl'ic 1>m•rornuu\eo dr~w wom1..'n into thoatci·s. 

nnd lat~r that year ho ijbllTCd in The Sh~i/1-
lhe rilm thn l made him II Alar and gnv<' 

him the mc•ans to inclulJ,(C hi~ lovo of 
an imals. 

Valent ino wns p~J'fect for th~ 
rncnacinit hut sontmnl Ahmed 
Ben Hoasnn in ~he ncl11ptmion of 
tho hul(oly 1>0pul01· novol of tho 
eum v nt\mO. Similar to toduy's 
Fi{t,v Shado9 o{r.rry, the seu n• 
do lou• hool< would ovontuully 
codify t ho thonw of 11 civi, 
li1.cd wo1Mn h~i ng repelled, 
bul ovcnt\lnll)' won, hy n 
nobil1 auvogc-who in thi" 
fi lm, owned o do~. i\hmod 
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groots hi• Harlequin, lop-oared, Or,,a l Dano 
1011 ,,ging by the d~A<'rl t~nt. Among the• mnny 

dogs ht• would ncquir<•, Vnl<mtino did hnvc l larlt>­
quin Danos, and it is 1>1>ffs ihle Lhnt he was colobl'ity 

enough to hove his own clo11 in the film. 
Volentino's socond marring& was to costume ond aot 

dosignor Natacha Ramhovo (hi• first stalled at tho wed· 
dinK 111ght), ond pots l'illod lhoir Hollywood hungnlow, 
Natl\chn's fovoriLC was Valont,no's Christmas present-a 
Pokin11osc named Chuckie, llcforo stardom, Valentino had 
made do with the dogs or hi• fri,,nds and I\VOn tho •lod 
dog~ on Lho sel of Uncha,.IN/ S,WI ( 192 I), Now he 
ownod pairs of German Sh1,plHJ1'UR 
(Mnrc111i• nnd Sheik), Crent Do,w• 
(Vfllent,ino and Brownie), ontl 
Cnna Corsos given to him by 11d­
rnirers in fLaly. 'l'hoy had birds, o 
gopher s1111ko, a groen monkey, ond 
o ho11 cub nomcd Zolu who followed 
Vnlonlino uround liko a puppy and 
persiewntly oponod Jutchos to f(O out 
on hor own walks. 

'Ph,· c1xotic foroignor jn Tlw Slwil.• 
Wl\8 11 now kind of romantic horo-­
d1\shingly cost.umcd, 01>only pu8Aionnto, 
and rr1•e of Western social constrninta. 
Wom,•n on both sides of tlw At.lnntic 
abandoned pale mntinoe idol• nnd 
sighed. ''I'd 1,<ive anything in Lho world to 
b~ oa,·ricd ofl' by a Sheik!'' A a1roa111 or coll• 
lumo films, magazine fcatun. .. s, dtmce ex• 
hib,tions, and cosmetic nnd henlth 
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promolions kopL Sheik VnlcnLino CQnstantl)• in th~ public• 
oyn, hut ho lamented Lhnt. his fnns often pl'evont11d the 
simple phmsm·u of wnlking his dogs. 

With fame Came ... Puppies 
Now a gon\line st.or, V,1lontino mndo swaehb11cklor 

lilmd ,md lived extrnvogontly with no huod to ruijtruinl. 
Hit, collection of horse8 uncJ do~::; J<rt~w ttnd were ijlmuino 
obJOCts or affection. Frequently photographed with hi• 
dogs. Valentino acquired popt1lar breeds and once tried 

Lo purcha•e on entiro Saluki litter rrom Eng­
In ncl to osl o bli•h a konnol, but ovontuully acl• 
tied for just one. lie hnd an Lrish WolOioun,1 
with the amazing l>OnlC of Centaur Pen• 
ch·agon, and n hlack Corker S1lllni,,I named 
Mission Vnlonlino from llw muyor or San 
Froncisco, hut hiij favorite wa, l<abur-u 
Dnhel'man Pinscher given to him by o 
Porisian impresario. 

Volontino loved lo trovul 1111d frequontly 
would cho080 Kobor or ono of the others 
to .co uJoo)( tn motorcars. Lrains. and 
oconn liners. Natncho alw11y• hnd Al. 

least Ont> Pokinicca,, with ho,· ond 1)<11111111 f 
t.h,·oo 11101·,, in Eniilund 11ntl fivo in ~ 
F1·ance. After tlw Pckus du nu,ged ~ ~ 
ritzy hol~I room, Vnl,•ntino hod t,> 111>· I 
])OMO the monng~r 11a woll u• puy 

1 uxlru for tho furnituro •tuinutl by hi• 
hair pomoJc. 
In 1926 Vulcnt.ino boul(ht" S1>u ni•h• f 
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for his hurso" and dog•, called iL Pniron Lnir, 
und f; llud it with ont i<1uca nnd no·t. Ht• nntl 
Notochu hod 1,'l·own apart nn,I they divorced 
thut yt•ur. Volcntmo wtils only llO hul titre!>~ 
from tho separation, hol'd work, und nttncks from 
hostile 111·css gnvo him stomnch 1ro11bl~. No, o,w to 
AIMp in un 01111lt)' bod 101· Ion~. ValMtmo and l'ommo 
l'mnle l'olo Neg1·i hecnmo lover• 

With lJox-officc clout, ho sometime• cusl hi, do!!~ in 
his filma. 'rhot yel\r, he mnd,• 'ri,r E(ll(lr fl11d ployod 
an nwnginl{ CosRAck ou tlaw who i~ •ccn in c11m p 
with hi• (:royhound. It wns 1>t•t1\1nbly his own Mi,·tin, 
u, • till photo• fro111 t he sol • how Valent ino in cow, 
tumo with her. 

Tho yuur hufort• 80unrl c,lmt• to mntion picturo13 we~ 
tho Inst of Vfllontino's life. ln 
1 ~J:W, 7710 Ea!lla w11s rolou~od 111,cl 
he filmed S011 of the Slwil1. whm·o 
he plnyod hnth Lho elder Ahmed 
Oen Ha•••n ond hi• s,m. Vulcntino 
in$iRt<'d Ort riding 011 Arobian otlll• 
lion in Che rilm nnd bor1·owijd I lw f11-
mou• .Jodon r,•0111 brcnkfosl •c<•rca l 
mAgMIO W,t<. l{ellogg, who OWIU'd 11 11 
A1·nhinn ho.Rn 1·11nrh in Pomc,nn, Arll• 
biun huund,; woro waut,uJ, lrnc, u puck of 
Greyhounds wore usvd as stund-ins fo,· 
hnrd-to-fi nd Snluki ~. In th~ lilm. Sheik 
Ahmed l'ides home f1·om hu11u1111: with his 
pnck, and ono ol thmn. V11 lonlmo's uniniH• 
tuknbly rnnrkod Mi,·t,n, follow• hiJll 111> tho 
manor fltoia·~ fltid in~ide to b~ h('Nl in ii few in• 
torio1· sholK. I I wM tho Inst, film for her mn•tN·. 

Vulonlino w,•11t to N(•w Vo1·k to 1womot,• lha 
film und coll111>sud in 1i11in, 'l'he ulv&1· he hnd 
been ignoring had finnlly purfo1·ut,•d. H,, under• 
went aurgory but suctu mbod lo pcritonitiK nnd cardiac 
complicutions. Vnlonlino died 011 A<1gl18t 23, fur from Polo 
ond his dol(s, 

The nnt.ion's women wont into mom·11inf( and 1,ho moh 
nt his funornl sorvic~ in Now York made newsreel hmm·y, 
Valfmtino'~ hndy wnr,; tak(.\n h) Los Angt•l01t. whorB H ace• 
ond crowded ~e1·vice wn8 hGld l),,foi-o it wo.A 1•1,tc)ml10J in 
tho Uollywood Memo,·ial P(rrk. Valontino's ~kyl'Ockcl h11u 

fall~n bock lo ea1·th. 
Valentino's mannge,·, 0co1•ge Ullman, had th,• llor­

culcun hl•k of tJOning out tho 1•t1tt1tc. Tho tJtar'• opulonl 
lifeijlylt• and proni gntt• ~pending hud luft m11ssiva dobt•. 
Ullinun uuctioncd off t.lhJ CUt'tom•buih, outc,n\Obi lcs. nn, 

ru1·ni1tu-e. hooks, antiques, ol'mor, tnprst1·ics, nnd horses. 
Va lontmo's 12 pccli~rcc<l dogs worr vnlnocl nt $1(),00() (in­
cludm!l thu Dunes. ond un lnah :;cttor 111von to him by 
Willi11m H11ndol1>h HonrtJl), hul only th1'<.'e wore sold. D~­
api1 l' Vlllontino't.i bh,1.lng popul ority nn thP ~crPon, tho not 
from tho LWO uuct iQll6 fell fut• Mhort , 

)\(lbur, discommlotc, wms )>re·• 
scnwd 10 Vo lontino's brother •• 

11101110 1110. In 1929, Kubu,· followod 
his Lruo mast.or 111 doath o.nd wal! 
hm·iPd wiH, cermno1w in llw m•w 

J .()s Angeles Pot Mt•morinl J'o l'k, 
The fumouR Lndy in Blo<:k, who 

t11111uully 11lAclid 11 houq1wt on 
Vulcmlino'b l{)mb, was ul;o 
•ui<I to hnve pcriodicnlly left 
Oow,•r,; ~n Knlwr'• g,·,ove. 

Tnll!-!i of ghost ly mn:nif,n,. 
tulions ut l•'alcon L111r 
bc~o n to r il'Culoto nnd 
sCnnccs nu ompted to con, 
IIH·t V11 lcm tino. 'J'ho eu 
pcrnuLural tlurn nmund 
hiP Jt•oth tm<x,1npru1f.Cd 

pvcn tho fAil hrul l<nbnr. 
Stori<'S p01·•i•l todny thnl visit-Ors lt> hiA g1•11w oo<·II· 

sionully ho111· panting nncl h11w Lhuir hundij licked whon 
they otnnd bcfort, Lhe weu\hored bronzo p)oquu 1h01 r(>aclH 

aunply: 
1\,\0.\R 

MY f1\l'l'II PUl,.n0<: 

lllJIJOl, PH V,\L~1NTINO 

OWNlm . 

Bn,m PJ.1m~k DuggdJ1 Is llin .m1hor OI thl! flYMrrJ w1m1inq Saluk1: 
Th~ D<:,'!Cl t Hound ,me! lit• £:1,ghsh 'T'ravt,J,,,-,. Wh<.> 8rvugltl II to Iha 

We,t (McFJt'lund. 2009) He"' cut renlly ,,._,~,,rchmg U.S Anny of 
hcera ,ind 1h~lr huntmq hound~ on lhe Amenefin tmn11Pr 

'/'I,,· 1111/hor ll'i.-:lw'/ lo thou/; lh,n,io I/ill . /ur I,,,,. ml 

111n· um/ m,s,,-/ttm·,· 11•1/h 1,l111f11NI 11,,1, . ..,, ttml J\11•l1 .... st1 

Hwl o/ tlw J\, ·flo_t:~ ;\rahum /1111·.,;c J,1hmry '""'low· 

/m1111''4·dJ!1' /•,'1111/v 11'. /,,·,,fr,<-. 0111h11nl11l11 11' l,i11graJ1h''· 

l>ul'k l.o\'l'I' 
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