


he first known appearance of a dog in motion pictare

film is Thomas Edison's Atblete seith Wand (1894),

There was no casting call, and the dog was probably

told to lie beside the man—or else rhat sunny spot in
Edison’s studio was just a nice place to lounge.

In Hollywood's early vears, canine tvpecasting was sumimas
rized by LB Griswold in a 1938 article, *Pomeranians and
poodles for luxurions boudoir scenes; just plain muees for kid
pictures; staghounds and borzois for kings: wires and coclkers
and Scorties for home touches; pointers and setters for hunt-
ers; and shepherd dogs for Westerns,”

Withour cansidering the “fantasy™ dogs (animated or
talking), this old rule holds largely true for Hollywood's
immutable canine stereotypes.

; in The Wizard of Oz (1939), she was renamed * Tote,™ Fot
Finding the right dog for a film is an equarion of tvpe, Bradley Conper’s A Star és Born (2018), the dog's rapport
talent, and availability. The dog should closely resemble

with him and Lady Gaga on screen was so important that he
the dog in the script bur rainabilicy and availability often cast his own adopted dog, Charlie.

triumph over physical appearance (it's common to think of Sometimes, the dog must be a specific breed—only a vellow

dog stars “acting,™ but they're actually performing behay- Lab would do for Marley ¢ Me (2008), and Rin Tin Tin
iors on command),

O Yeller was a Black Mouth Cur (a Southeastern
hunting breed) in the book but for the 1957 flm, a clever

andl Lassie are alwayvs a German Shepherd Dog and a Collie.
so well-Known are the dogs of General Patton and President
Franklin Delano Roosevelt thar castng the whire Bull Tervier

yvellow Labrador Retriever mix was easier to find. A Berger for Patton (1970) and Scortish Tervier for Pearl Harbor
Picard had the title role in Becawse of Winn-Dixie (20035) 20000) was non-negotiable.

because the breed was unfamiliar to Amencan audiences

and best matched the book's scruffy mutt. INE AR HELY

Auther L. Frank Baum's Totowas, ... a little black
dog, with long, silky hair and small black eves that
twinkled merrily on either side of his funny, wee

Cierman Shepherd Dogs—perhaps the most often used
breed on the silver sereen—have been family pets, police
dogs, and moenseers, Thanks to the
legacy of Strongheart, his sue-
cessor, Rin Tin Tin, and many
other GSDs, screen portrayvals

nose.” Terry, a Cairn Terrier, was so memorable

ol them and ther working
cousing, the Belgian Malinois
aind Tervuren, always come back

3 L™ L gl to the canine heroes we've seen in
f 1% al[iihe K-9 (1989), Magan Leavey (2017),
I -r|.|1|| : L and Seal Team Six's dog (briefly
" il seen) in Zero Davk Thirty (2012},

Ferriers are ineyirably charming
buddies and comic relief, Asta the
energetic Wire Fox Terrier was a

detecnve’s sidekick in The Thin Man
films (1934=1947), a comic foil in

The first koo cineme canine (ol Tata n ond imicclel Ofd
Yeller {laf)

Cpposite: The evil Egyptian seductress and her Afghans



The Avirfad Truth (1937},
Bringing Up Balxy (1938}
ete,, and sparked a lengthy
fad for the breed. Interest
in terriers has been recently
revived by Ugie, the Parson
Russell Terrvier in The Artist
(2011

Films ser i che Middle
Ages and Renaissance
frequently includi a

nobleman's hounds, and

the bigger the better, lrish
Walthounds ar Scottish
Preerhounds perfectly an-
swer thar casting need and
are seen in leanboe (1952),
T War Lord (1965), The
Figiting Privice of Dosgal
(1966, and Rofyn Hood:
Prince of Thieves (1991). 1f
ot hunting, they are loung:
ing by thrones o in banguet
halls, Grear hounds evinee
mascilinity and authori:

tv, but the righr dogs can
convey feminimity and grace
as evidenced by the dainry,
tawn Whippet snugeling
with Guenevere m Camelol
(1967 —o0r in a more
medern sering, Elle Woods'
costumed Chihuahua in
Legafly Blonde (20000,

\; .-r."l.i ! |l \l ||- ‘.;I-. ‘
CHARAC TER
13ogs can convey char

acter tor the {1!1'("'&.’"31' na
single glance, In the Bride of

Frankenstein [ 1935), before
Lord Byran and Mary
Shelley first speak, four
nristocratic Borzol walked
by a maid estabhish their
soctal class, Having served
thar purpose, they are not
seen aguin. Exotic-looking
Breeds like Afghan Hounds
are often wsed for a touch
of the “mysterious Middle
East,” Labby cards for The
Egypiian (1954) show two
Afithans (out of place in

ancient Egvpr) in proximiry
to actress Gene Tierney's
arrogant seductress in scenes
eventually cut from the filim,
On the opposite end
of thar spectrum, in A
Christmas Story (1983),
the wnvasions of the Bump-
nss dogs, 4 raucous pack
of thieving Bloodhounds,
rell us all we need to know
about Ralphie's never-seen
neighbors, Foxhounds and
Bloodhounds can either be

Breaking into the Film Business

Dawid Allsbarry, co-awner af Animals for Hollywood whose
work Includes Cats & Dogs (2001), Year of the Dog (2007),
Hochl: A Dog's Tale (2009), and Beculiful Boy (2018), spoke
1o me about his work with dog actors,

Can | got my dog & job In Hima?

We get solicitations every manth from people about their
wonderful pet who does tricks, . Your best bet 15 1o have a
trained dog of a breed or type the businesses dan't already
hive, The makeor break for any dog actor s always, “Can
they do the cute tricks they do at home multiple times in a
complately strangs anvironmeant?”

Where do your dog actors come from?

J

T

The pasebal-lovng Kigs in The Sandiot (1F83) invent o whopping

legend shoul “The Beast"—a viclous brule in o meighbor's vord who

devaurs both men ond stray bafs. 45 the boys discoven the dog s
actudily o playi Mostit Above: A quean and her Whippet

B8 | Jinuney

‘EEpmBUARY 20018 | K AMILYOAG

There are wanderful dogs In county shelters and breed
rescues, and those are always our first places to go for &
speciic film If we can't cast fram oun own dogs here on the
ranch. ., We take pride In adepting dogs fal training anc ek
ther keep them for life or place them with a family,

What are the ideal gualities in a dog actor?

A very talented dog is not only the one who has thirty tricks
I his rapertolre and ks very good and canfident on el but
also able 1o enjoy being with thalr actors.

What's your faverite dog performance in a fim?

Turner' & Hooch (1989), Beasley, the Dopue de Bordeauy
responded brilllantly to talning, and the clever camers wark
enhanced his performance. Tom Hanks not only had & great
relationship with Beasley but was game for anything—includ-
ing more siobbear!
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i*'1.u_u':u.l as shown i hoth these mualevolent characters,

thi Red Ykelron comedy A RotTw cilers and Wasttis

sopthern yankee 1948) and yoin Danes, Dobhermans,

g Cadet L astet & preganous { yermatl Shephet ds, and

houmnds They Died i ath walamutes and Huskies

their Boots (i (1941} Or (vhe latper TWU asually

perrily g when portraying portraying wolves) are

man-rackers i [he Defant rypical monster 0§ ~thetr

cimes (195818 ool Hand prick cars recalling ||‘|'|I1I|l1

ke | 1967 1 and Dpargd [ears of bats, wolves, anid

I.'nrcl".:r:rc'd' (201 1A R the ”l"-ﬂ' ~Jespic the g wl
h-uu'ft.u'.u-r.h1'I'.f1-. WTIERS

i Lnow they have Even with '
Becanse of ghetr SIEE. s prick carh the Cong
Great Danes have beett awould pever miake a hotrof o

pyerything on film from CAStINg call
clown 1o sav age. L ecil B.
1.'Fthlllllh LA srickler tor ACCA”

racy) cast d pair of peri qometimes the st
od-corredt Galuks tof sarc appural cinemad caniics ar
Antony s OB m Cleopatrd (he ones W sthout backstage
1934) hut ol (he last Tin- [ARSES: 1n John Ford's She
ute changed dhem for MOFE Wore d Yellow! Ribbon
macho Creat Danes {which [ 1949}, wavaju herding
were not i preed until the dis Wore allowed 1o wan
4 e 190US) In Disney’s The der around the cavalry foft
Ugh I?,:-,-ﬂ-sirun.l (1966}, 4 [y Monument Valley and
comically confused Dane appear an eopeet) ARy
thinks he's ORe of the Ames with the wodaems
Dachse e was fi wiered yiid horses. in these unin
with. wnded Blm appEATANCES:
I contTast, Cireat Dancs a dog's IntrINSt fatue
are arguably the first 16 CAm CAUSE probiems in
car™ dog i an Amencan IJ~::Ir.|'.-rh.,H.' (19631
flm. The Liller pack of The {ames Bond 18 evad
Waost [angerous G ame i DWo 1,\1-111.11 (oI [1fant
(19321 and The Hi s henchmen a powdy
of the r‘nl:.krrl'dh'.x 19391 cammival pal ade. In
are penuinely UNNETVIng ane shot, be hingd the
oy warchs The |,-u|:;-!1t1.|'.'|\ lhad guys & STl dog
Gepce appearantt and shee 1« liftingg s beg 00 the
: of the Dane make it a nat spreet. Vearly, the director L Top: Elle WoodS il Bruiser; ROUWe in one of the more
aral for movic wyillains.” decided The audicwe W st o prifying SCENES in Tha Omer; i D
Horror dogs 31 };rnur.ﬂ':w_. likely 1O IWAKE the dog's
typocd of hocaust of then pransgressi ()] amnst all the (&I pstanct W as \arely reenagc” ynd only T centhy
stk dark golor, and abibity fast action and uwed the orrect: 1'¥e ol [helier & wred that secidental
TR LLLLLLES SAVARETY For rake Lall countless HATES Sunoe @ doe. FO
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