


The fir,r known nppcanincc of n Jog in moti1>n picture 
film i, fhomos Edison's A11,/e1,· wirl, W'n"'I ( 1894). 
There was 110 ca,tin~ call, nnd the dog wns prob.1bly 
told co lie he1idc the mnn-or else thnt snnny spot 111 

r.dison's srud11J was just n nice place to lounge. 
Jn Hollywood~,; early ye.:-1rs, cumnc cyp~"!!Sting w:1s s1unm:.,~ 

rlzccl h)' J.B. Griswold in n 1938 ,1rudc.•, hPomcrnni:m~ .. md 
poodles for lnxuri<>u< houdqir seen~"; just plain mutt, for kiJ 
pictures: stnghouud~ And hor,oi~ ftlr king~; wires .uul c..'C>ekrr~ 
nnd Sconics for home touches: pom1,·rs anti ,cner. for hunt 
crs: and ,hcpherd ,log, for We,tern,." 

Without considering the "mnr.1>y" dogs (animated or 
rolking), this old rule hold> lnrgcly rruc /or I lollywood',, 
immmable canine ~rercot>•pcs, 

< A~11NGL>0G) 
finding the right dog for a ~Im i, n.n cqwmon of f)'P<\ 

talent, ,,ncl """ ilnbili1y. The doi; should closely rc,e111ble 
the dog in the scrip1 bin 1rninobilhy .rnJ .1v,1ilnbili1y often 
triumph over phy<ical ,11,pcnrnucc (ii'< common to 1hink of 
dog smrs "ncring," bm I her'rt .,ctunlly performing bchnv 
iors 0,1 co111111nnd). 

OM Yeller was ,1 lllack Mo111h Cur (,, Southca,tcrn 
hunting breed) in 1hc hook hu1 for the I 9.i7 fil111, n clever 
yellow Lnbrndor Rcrricvcr 1111x was easier ro find. A llc'l(Cr 
l'icnrd hud the mlc role 111 B0t·a11se of \'"'1111-01,wa (2.005) 
bccau,c rhe breed was tmt'-amlhar to Amcru:n.n nudienccs 
nnd bcsi mnrchocl 1hc book'< scruffy mu11. 

Aurhor L hank ll,1<11n'< li>to wn<, " ... n little blnck 
<log, wish long, silky hnir nnd ~mnll blnck eyes 1hn1 
1 wiuklcd n ,crrily 011 ei1 her ,iJc of hi~ fo1111y, Wl'<! 

noM!, ,. lcrry, ,, C'.ail'1l 1erricr. wa~ ')0 IUt'lllOf;lhle 

m T/,r \'(li:;ard n/O: ( 1939), she w.1< 1·c1111111eJ " 1010." fo1 
6rndlcy Couper'< A Stnr is llom (20 18), the dog'< rnpport 
wuh hun .ind Lady Gnga on setecu w;,s <0 imporrnm thnt he 
<:.N lus owu adopted dog, Chnrlic. 

Sometimes, 1he dog 11111,1 l'<' ,1 ,p,xifk brc«l-only n yellow 
Lah would do for Marl/')! & M,• (2008), .ind Rin Gn ·r,n 
ond Lassie ,,re nlw11y, n Cermnn Sheplwrd Dog .111([ ,1 Collie. 
~o well•kuown ~•re the dug:, of Ccncrnl Potm11 und Prct-idcm 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt chm cns11ng the wlmc Bull Tcmcr 
for l',111011 ( 1970) and Sco111sh Terncr for l'enrl I lar/,or 
(2001) was non•ncgo11ablc. 

r ,,r-,JJNf AR( HEl YPf '\ 
Germon Shephcl'd Dog,;-pc,·hnps 1ho 111011 of1en u"<d 

breed 011 the ,ilvcr ~rc"<:n-havc been fomily rcr,, police 
dog,, nml 111rn1stcr,. Th:111k< to 1hc 

le)l•ty of ~tro11ghe.1r1, hi~ ;uc• 
1."C"sor, Rin Tiu rin .. ind mnn) 
oth~,· GSDs, sc1·«:n porrr:1y,1h 
of 1hc111 oncl thmr working 
cou,ins, the llcli;mn Mnlino,s 
an<l rervuren, alway, come back 
to the.> canine hf•roL-.... wc-•vc seen 111 

K-9 ( 1989), Megan I Cnt'l')' (2017), 
and Seal Team Six's dot; (hriclly 
seen) in Lem /)ark "/11irty (20 12). 

rerricrs ,i re incv,t,tbly chnnmng 
budtli('\ ,111d <'()mic rdid . A1t~ rhc 
crlcrgctk \Xlirc Fox Terrier wn, a 

..,.i: dcc. .. -c.:tivc·~ :>o1dckick in Tiu: Thiu Mau 
fi lms (1934-1947),a comic ro,I in 

Th• nm known clnomo con,,,. (lop/. Toto tn prinr /middle/: Ok/ 
Ycllr1 /lo/Q 

Oppos/10: Tho ovll Egyprlan seduc,ress ond Mr Afghans 



/'l,r Awf11/ rr111/, ( 1937), 
l!ri11si1111 Uf' IJt1h)• ( 19.181 
etc., nnJ ,park,~I o lengthy 
fod for tho breed. lnrnrc<1 
in tcrric,, hn, l~cn rt,:cn1ly 

revive<.! hr Ui;g,c, I he l',11-...,11 
Ru,,dl Tcrncr in 'I ht• Art,st 
(2011). 

~ilms ,ct m the Middle 
A1tcs and Rcnmssnncc 
frequenily include a 

nohlcm,,n\ hound,, ,ind 
tht hiAACI' the better. I ri,h 
Wolfl1011nd, or Scotri,h 
llccrhouml, pcrtccrly rm 
,wcr t hot CJ sunµ, need nnd 
.\IC seen "' lt'<lllil()<' ( l 952). 
TIM W,\,r 1.ord ( I %5), The 
/•(~/Jtmg l'rmu of nom•~~,1/ 
( 1966), nnd Ro/1i11 I food: 
l'rmct u{Thicvcs ( 1991 ). II 
not huntin>,t, thC) MC lnuug~ 
ing b)' thrones or in bnnquct 
hull,. <..rent hound, evince 
in~hc,:uhnir) .ind 1'uthor1• 

,y, hur the..· ri.Hht \lo~., c.:.111 

<.xuw,·y femuuniry nnd grace 
.1s evidenced by the dn1my, 
lawn Wluppct ,nul!l,ll111)1 
with C ,ucncverc m C.anw/r,t 
(J '167)-<ir in .1 n1orc 
mod,•rn <c11i11i;, lillc Woods' 
costumed (.hihunhu,, in 
t.,•~,11/y IJ/rmdc (lOO I), 

I SIABUSHIN(, 
i.. I iARAC 1 ER 

l)og~ c:.111 convey ch,11~ 
.,c,cr (or the du·ccior in a 
s1111tlc ~lance. In the Bride of 

T/!O OOSOOOll•lovlng kl(/$ In Toe SendlO( (1993) lllVOnt a whopping 
Jeg&nd obout "Tl1• Beo~t"-o vJclou, brute ,n a neighbor's yotd who 
devour$ both m,m ond sttcy boll$. A, 1he boys d1~cov.r. thP. dog I.~ 
ocwalfy a ptoy(ul Mast/I( Aoavo: A o,,.en and her WMppe1 

Pr,111kmstei11 ( 19 l ,). before 
r .nrd Byron nnd Mary 
%dlcy fil'st s1>eak, foul' 
ur 1sruc1\uic Bor1.oi w,1lkc<l 
by a m,ucl esmbhsh rhcir 
,oc,nl class. 11:winl\ served 
that purpose, they arc not 
',(...'\'n ~1guin. £!xotic~looki11g 
brci..'tls like.' Afg.hon I lound~ 
Mc often used f,)r a touch 
of ,h,• "my,1t·rio11s Middle 
l'a,r." l.ubhy c:1rd1 fo,· '/'l,e 
l'.g)'/Jl1r111 ( 1954) ,how two 
Afl\han, (our (1f pl,10-e in 

,rndenc Egypt) in proximit~ 
w .u:rre,, (j(•1w I 1crney's 
~1n·o~,111t M ... ~luurt)) 111 ~em.~ 

cvcntunlly Cul from the film. 
On the opposite end 

u( rh:u spccrrum~ in A 
Clms111111s ~wry ( 198.J), 
the uwas1u11s of the llump• 
ass dog), :, mucous p::1..:k 
ol thit-ving Blofxlhouncl~, 

rell '" oil we nc't!d to know 
Jhm1t Ralphk', 11cvcr•,ec11 
ne,ghhors. Foxho1111d, nnd 
llloodhm111d, cnn either be 

Breaking into the Film Business 

Oevld Allsbarry. co-owner of Animals for HollywoOd whose 
work Includes Cots & Dogs (2001). Year or fhe Dog (2007), 
1-/0(h/· A Dog ·s Tole (2009), Md Beouti(ul Boy (2018). spoke 
to me ~bout his work with dog actors. 

-•n I got my doO • Job In tltm1? 
We get sollcllatlons every month fro111 people 11bout their 
wondedul pet who does tricks ... Yo11r best bet IS to hove n 
troined dog of n breed or type the businesses don't already 
hnve Tne make or break for any doq actor 1s always. ·can 
they do 111e cute tricks they do et home muluple times In a 
completely s1range env1ron111ont?'' 

WhN• do you, dog •<1ort com• from? 
There are wonderful CJOgs 111 county sholtel'S and b,eed 
1 escues, and those Me alway, our first places to go for 6 
specific film If we can't cast from ow own dog~ here on the 
ranch .... We take pride In adopung dogs fo1 1rah1lng and e, 
1her keep them for life 01 place them with d family. 

Wh•t •r• t11e Ideal qualiti~• In • dog •ctor? 
A very u,ientcd dog Is not only the one who has th1ny mcks 
In his repertoire end Is very good anrt conlldem on set. but 
nlso ~ble to enjoy being with thRl1 sctors. 

Whot'11 your fnvotlt• d09 P•1forn1nnc In • lllm? 
n11nt>r 8 Hooch (1989). Beasley, the Oog<1e de Bordeaux 
responded brllllanlly to traln111g, and the clever camera work 
<1nh110ced his performMce Tom Hanks not only h~d ~ great 
reldhonsh1p with Beasley bL1t was game for Mythlng-lnclud-
1no more slobber! 



rl,,i lul •' ..h<•" n ,n both 
,he Red -.~cit•"' c.o,no.·•h A 
~,utl><"' ,.,,,lttt 11<1.\8\ ,uul 
.}) <-..,Jct C. \l')tcr•, ~\flUU°" 

\\OU1\l\, 11' 1 J,,, {)1tif I{ ,r#
1 

rl11·rr ll<»•ts 011 I I q,1 I I "' 
u.:rr1t} "'" '"' hcti J"-lnr.,)·,ni; 
O\,\l\•lf,1-S<('), ,n ri,, o,fi.,111 
Ont• 11 <>,1!>, t,x,I H.11,I 
1,1kt ( \'16"'l, an,\ D1,111go 

Urr.l•••"'•cl ilO 12), 

AN 
\\(1.:.1UiC ot 1b.:1r •,ut. 

t~ m1\c-.,oknt \..har.111,,.\Cf'li• 

~-.1'tv.c.,kn .ind ~\A,u\\, 
,,un \)ant."'~ {)c,hcrman,, 
l,c:nn.,o C...hcpl,crtl"· .,nt\ 

''''"""'~ ·'"" ''"'"""' 
uh< \,,tttr '"" u,uallv 
fW->Mf,\)\f\P, \\\'"''"l ~,re 
t)·p11 ... 1\ ,n,1n,tcr Ju~....-thcu· 
rcuJ. (.\f', {C~.,1\hn~ pntf\ll, 

h:.w-. nth.\\ .... y.\1\vC"'lo, ~,u.1 
,,,. l><"1.....ic,p11c th• 1<""d 
1c1l\f'C'·"ncnt, thttr o,,·r.Cf) 
k,un,,. the\ h.a,<- E.,~n y.tth 
th pn\.\- cJ.h. th.: C. .t>f'O 

"'"'\J t)C\(f (1\,l\..( .. hoftoC' 

'"''""' ,21\, Great ll>t"' h>" l,«n 
r,ct~ ,hutf. on hht\ {n.lm 
i.\uY.l\ toY\.lgc.. L1.,1\ U. 
1'•"•11< \a ,, .. ;\.let illf .-.,u· "'I ~ UC) 1,,,1 ,l r•'" ol I'"'' -...,meum<> th< ,no•• 

t oJ·«"'°"' ~.,\11\..1, l11r \ \.1rc n,,u1r.,l .:11><"'·' ,Jnuw, .,r< 
: \•nony·• .lvl\> ,n Ckn/'•,rra 1hr '""' ",1hout b.i<k,Pl\< ~ I \934\ lm• ,\l 1h< ~"' """ P·"'·"'' In \ohn l•urd\ ~Ii, ~ u« cha11~«\ ,hen• lor ,nor< \\,urt ,l Y<fiou• R1b(1c>II 
@ n,,cho (,rN< Dane> (wh1<h l \'/•I'll. ,._3-,1u berd111it ~ .,.ere not i\ br.-cd 1111111 the Joi'-' "er< .,,~._wJ 10" 111 

% ,.,. \'100,1, bl o"nt,\ r,,, ,1,r .W"•"d th<,.,.,~ ton 

s \ U(iV l).uJ,,/11111<1 I \~66\, • II '1.lunUll>Cll \',\k\ ~nJ 
-,,n1i,•II' ,:onlu-cJ 1).11,, 'l'l"'ar un -.r«" " •nY 

thilll.' he'•"'"' ol ti>< '"""' w11h 1hr -.,IJ>Cft 
i 03,1\>i<"> he ".,, t,,.,,cr«I an.I huf'o<'• In thc,e: un1n· 
I ",,h. tcl'JcJ libn arrc·""""'"'• 

i In ,,»,.n,1, GrcAI t)3nc- a d•>!I·• '""""" 113111« 

.,re .,re,\labli th<""' •,er- ••"<·'""'problem>, In ~ ror d<l!I ,n an A,ncri<>" I 1•1111,lctlhlll (I~~ S ), 
• lihn, The \(11\cr ra,k of T/1c j,1nll.., llond" c, ad 
~ \,losr D,111)1,,.,,., GJlllf u,~ 1wo f'L""' 1unni: 
':I i 19321 and Ifie llo•md hcn,h•n•n u, .\ rowdv 
i of 1l1e IJ,1,h-rv•lks ( I <I Wl ,,,mw•I r,,ra<lc. \11 

• ,re 11•"'"'"'' u,11,cr,11<\; 011< ,\w1. b<hinJ th<' 

\ tll w1..:h. n,c p<>t<1\l~lly h~J p,u), a ,ua• '""° 
ticrct arr<·"aO<."< .,nJ ,;,, "hlto>I\ h1, \q "" tht 

\

"! the 1)1n< mJkt II J ""' ,w:<t, I. \cirl), 1hc J\R-tor 
ural foe"""" ·"lli111,: -"""l<.J th< ~uJ>C1,< \\ ,,,n't 

Hol'f\)f .lo!t' arc p,cl\<rall) \,\.cl~ "'"'""" ,ht ,log', • "'"'" """"" '""' "'""''""~ ·-,11 "' ... ~•"" ·" ... ,, ""'''"' ... ,.,, ·-··· ' ""'· .,.,, "'""· ...... ,,. "" ,. ....... .., ,,. ....... ,.., -..... -~ """".,, ·'""''"' r ~-- ""~"•IM .,,., '"" "'"'"''" •= "~ > ... ,0 

I """" '""' • ''""'"' '" "" ""' ~••., ""'""" ·=•" ~•· """' ' "" ••"'"" .,,,.. ' ,. "" • "'"""' ""'"'" 

l 

' "'"·" •• , "" ,.,..,.. ' .,., ,,..,,., •••· , ....... - ,,~ "'" •"· ,,,v~• ., ~"""" "" ""'" • ,, .. ,~•>• 

"'°'" TOP· flie 1\loC>d> ood BMW'• Ro~'" oM of rho mOI~ 

tPmfyfttO ~,. ri ll'I• 0""""· w,.,n 0, .. 111 

Ol~~' 111 '-\ur \\ ,,rlJ ~r,e.5. 
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